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Speaker Bios

Dani Badgett

Dani Badgett serves as Director of Operations and Culture at Holladay Ventures, a Nashville-
based real estate development firm that invests in workforce, affordable, and mixed-income
housing communities across the country. A native of Meridian, Mississippi, she brings a
decade of experience in higher education, DEI consulting, and real estate, designing
sustainable operational systems for institutions and nonprofits.

Marsha Blackburn

Marsha Blackburn represents Tennessee in the United States Senate, where she made
history in 2018 as the first woman elected to the U.S. Senate from the state. She previously
served 16 years in the U.S. House of Representatives for Tennessee's 7th Congressional
District and in the Tennessee State Senate. A longtime advocate for Tennessee's businesses
and families, she has championed workforce and economic development throughout her
career in public service.

Charles Robert Bone

Charles Robert Bone is Managing Director & Partner for the Southeastern United States at
Southwest Value Partners, a national real estate investment firm, where he has played a key
role in Nashville Yards, one of the city's most transformative mixed-use developments. He
previously served as President and CEO of the Nashville law firm Bone McAllester Norton
and is a founder of several well-known local ventures, including Acme Feed & Seed and
Southern Steak & Oyster. He serves on the investment committee of the Tennessee Angel
Fund and on the board of ServisFirst Bank.

Joey Buck

Joey Buck serves as Chaplain for Dollywood Parks & Resorts in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee,
where he provides spiritual and emotional care to employees and guests. He leads
Dollywood's weekly worship services at the historic Robert F. Thomas Chapel and offers
counseling, discipleship, Bible studies, and support to individuals and families during times
of need. Buck began his ministry at Dollywood in 2010 and has served as the park’s full-time
chaplain since 2013. He holds a master’s degree from Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary and previously served as a stateside missionary with the North American Mission
Board.




Dana Bottenfield

Dana Bottenfield is Senior Vice President of Human Resources at St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital, with over 25 years of HR experience spanning talent acquisition,
compensation, HRIS, and employee relations. She leads the HR team overseeing benefits,
wellness, learning and development, and campus culture, and previously worked at Harrah's
Entertainment. She has testified before the Congressional Education and Workforce
Committee and received the Memphis Business Journal's HR Impact Award.

Josh Brown

Josh Brown serves as President and Chief Executive Officer of the Tennessee Chamber of
Commerce & Industry and the Tennessee Manufacturers Association. A lifelong Tennessean
with more than 25 years of experience in government, corporate, and association leadership,
he previously served as Vice President of U.S. Government Relations at Pfizer and in the
administration of former Governor Don Sundquist. He also chairs the Williamson County
Board of Education.

Miles Burdine

Miles Burdine is President and CEO of the Kingsport Chamber of Commmerce, a role he has
held since 1999 after joining the chamber in 1994, with a career-long focus on education and
workforce development. A native of Kingsport, Burdine also served 30 years in the United
States Marine Corps and Marine Corps Reserves, retiring at the rank of Colonel, and was
appointed by two Tennessee governors to the Tennessee Board of Regents.

L.avonda Cantrell

Lavonda Cantrell serves as Director of Marketing and Special Projects for Hillcrest Healthcare
and Vice President of The Hillcrest Healthcare Foundation. A Licensed Nursing Home
Administrator, she joined Hillcrest in 2007 and has been instrumental in advancing
community engagement and support for older adults. She brings a deep commitment to
improving access and quality in senior care across East Tennessee.

Chuck Carter

Chuck Carter is Director of Schools for Sullivan County, appointed in 2022 and now under
contract through June 2030, with a career-long focus on career-connected education and
workforce preparation. A Morristown native, he previously served as director of career technical
education for the Tennessee Department of Education before stepping into the top role for
Sullivan County's school system. Carter has prioritized career pathways that give students real-
world skills employers are seeking across the region.



Stephanie Coleman

Stephanie Coleman is President and CEO of the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce, one of the
largest regional business advocacy organizations in the country, a role she assumed in February
2025 after 17 years with the organization. She previously served as Chief Talent Development
Officer, leading a $7 million initiative to expand career pathways in high-wage, high-demand
industries.

KeAsia Darden

KeAsia Darden serves as Director of Broad Minds Academy, the early childhood education
program of First Baptist Church Broad in Memphis. The Academy offers a play-based Pre-K
curriculum designed to build students' academic and social foundations, using
developmental assessment tools and family communication to support each child's growth.
Darden leads the Academy's day-to-day educational programming as part of First Baptist
Broad's broader community education initiatives.

Nancy Dishner

Dr. Nancy Dishner is President and CEO Emeritus of the Niswonger Foundation, where she
directed the prestigious Niswonger Scholarship and Leadership Program. She previously
served as Vice Provost for Enrollment Services at East Tennessee State University and as a
tenured professor of Educational Leadership and Policy Analysis. She chairs the board of
Tennesseans for Quality Early Education (TQEE) and has served on the Tennessee Higher
Education Commission and the Governor's Early Literacy Foundation.

Roger Houck

Roger Houck is a longtime public servant with nearly four decades of service to the City of
Clinton, having served 28 years as Parks and Recreation Director and 16 years as City
Manager, including eight years in both roles simultaneously. A 1987 University of Tennessee
graduate with a degree in Parks and Recreation Administration, he oversees all city
operations outside the utilities board and school system.

Lori Humphreys

Lori Humphreys is Vice President of Child Care Services for the YMCA of East Tennessee,
where she has led early learning programs since 2000. With extensive experience in child-
care management and family services, she previously directed Children's Circle Child &
Family Tennessee. She has dedicated her career to ensuring safe, high-quality environments
that help Tennessee's children and families thrive.



Kelly Johnson

Kelly Johnson has served as Director of Schools for Clinton City Schools for nearly a decade,
leading a Pre-K through 6th grade system of roughly 950 students to a top-tier Level 5
composite growth score from the Tennessee Department of Education. She previously
served as Assistant Principal, Principal, and Supervisor of Elementary Education in Knox
County Schools. Johnson also serves as President of the Tennessee Association of
Independent and Municipal Schools.

Matt Largen

Matt Largen serves as President and CEO of Williamson, Inc., the chamber of commerce and
office of economic development for Williamson County, home to more than half the publicly
traded companies in the Nashville region. He has led major corporate relocation and
expansion projects, including the headquarters campuses for Tractor Supply Company, Mars
Petcare, and Mitsubishi Motors, representing over 3,000 new jobs and $200 million in capital
investment. He previously directed the Williamson County Office of Economic Development
and the Nashville Area Chamber's business recruitment efforts.

Alan Levine

Alan Levine serves as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Ballad Health, an integrated
health system serving the Appalachian Highlands region of Northeast Tennessee, Southwest
Virginia, Eastern Kentucky, and Western North Carolina. With more than 25 years of
experience leading hospitals and health systems, he previously served as Secretary of the
Florida Agency for Health Care Administration and as a senior health policy advisor to
Governor Jeb Bush. Levine is widely recognized for his leadership in rural health care
delivery and health system transformation.

Bart McFadden

Bart McFadden is President and CEO of the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Tennessee Valley, a role
he assumed in March 2016 leading an organization of 27 Clubs across Knox, Blount,
Claiborne, Loudon, and Anderson Counties that serves more than 8,400 members annually.
A Johnson City native and Boys & Girls Club alumnus, he built his career opening a middle
school Club in Spartanburg, South Carolina, then led the Walt Disney World Boys & Girls Club
and later served as Chief Professional Officer of the Boys & Girls Clubs of West Georgia,
where he more than doubled membership capacity.

Jim Meade

Jim Meade is CEO and Managing Shareholder of LBMC, PC, one of the Southeast's largest
accounting and business consulting firms, with more than 800 team members across
Tennessee and North Carolina. A CPA with over 25 years of experience, he previously led the
firm's technology industry segment and audit and advisory division before stepping into the
CEO role in 2024. He serves on the board of the Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee
and the advisory board of Nashville Capital Network.



Dave Miller

Dave Miller serves as President and Chief Executive Officer of Apex Bank, one of Tennessee's
leading community banking institutions with 95 years of history. He brings more than 30
years of banking leadership, having previously served as Executive Vice President and Head
of Strategy and Performance at First Horizon Bank, where he oversaw strategic planning,
performance analytics, and business transformation. A committed civic leader, Miller serves
on the boards of numerous community organizations.

Johnny B. Moore, Jr.

Johnny B. Moore, Jr. is President of the Tennessee Region for Truist Financial Corporation,
responsible for the company's regional operations, commercial lending, and business
development across a market with assets in excess of $4 billion. He brings more than 27 years of
banking experience, previously serving as market president of SunTrust Bank's Memphis region
and head of the region's commercial lending divisions. He serves on the board of directors of
BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee.

Amy New

Amy New is President and CEO of the Cookeville-Putnam County Chamber of Commerce, a
role she assumed in 2020 that also encompasses leadership of the Highlands Economic
Partnership, the Convention and Visitors Bureau, Leadership Putnam, and the Leslie Town
Centre. A Monterey, Tennessee native, she previously served as Director of Programs for
Government and Community Affairs at Vanderbilt University Medical Center and as
Tennessee's first Assistant Commmissioner of Rural and Community Development. She was
the first-ever Haslam Scholar in Lipscomb University's master's in Leadership and Public
Service program.

Scott Niswonger

Scott Niswonger is a Greeneville-based entrepreneur and philanthropist who founded
Forward Air Corporation and co-founded Landair Transport, Inc.—the first two companies
ever taken public in Greene County's 230-year history. He established the Niswonger
Foundation in 2001 to make a positive and sustainable difference in education across
Northeast Tennessee. His "Learn-Earn-Return" philosophy continues to support scholars and
bring rigorous, cost-effective programs to public education.

Reverend Dr. Keith Norman

Reverend Dr. Keith Norman is Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church Broad in Memphis, a role he
has held since 2000, during which he has grown the congregation from 75 members to more than
4,500 and raised $8.7 million to fund a five-phase campus expansion. He also serves as Vice
President of Government Relations and Chief Community Relations Officer for Baptist Memorial
Health Care, a role he has held since 2014, maintaining relationships across every level of
government on public health issues. Norman was named a White House "Champion of Change" by
President Obama for his work reducing youth violence in Memphis.



Freddie O'Connell

Freddie O'Connell is the tenth mayor of the Metropolitan Government of Nashville and
Davidson County, with an administration focused on affordability and quality of life for
residents. In his first year, he secured historic voter approval of dedicated transportation
funding and negotiated an East Bank developer agreement with major affordable housing
commitments. He previously served on the Metro Council from 2015 to 2023 and brings
experience from Nashville's software and start-up industry.

Hope Patonis

Hope Patonis is Owner, President and CEO of The Youth Academy, a Clarksville-based child
care provider operating two locations that serve working families across multiple
elementary school zones. Under her leadership, the organization has expanded to offer pre-
school, kindergarten, and summer camp programming, along with the country's only
dedicated tween program for ages 12 to 15. The Youth Academy has been voted Clarksville's
Best Childcare/Preschool provider for six consecutive years, from 2020 through 2025, in
Clarksville Now's annual community reader's choice contest.

Todd Rolapp

Todd Rolapp serves as Managing Partner of Bass, Berry & Sims and chairs the firm's
Executive Committee, leading the strategic priorities that drive client service, firm
performance, and growth since his election in 2013. He continues to represent corporate
clients in mergers and acquisitions and previously chaired the firm's Corporate & Securities
and Executive Compensation practice groups. Rolapp serves on the Nashville Chamber of
Commerce's International Business Council and the board of the National Organization for
Workforce Diversity.

Steve Shives

Steve Shives serves as President and CEO of the Greater Kingsport Family YMCA, bringing
more than 32 years of YMCA leadership experience across organizations including the YMCA
of Birmingham, YMCA of the Shoals, and YMCA of Greater Toledo. Under his leadership, the
Greater Kingsport Family YMCA serves more than 13,000 members, operates 23 after-school
sites, and provided more than 225,000 meals through its feeding program in 2025. He is
currently leading development of three Early Learning Centers set to open by 2027,
including two in partnership with Sullivan County Schools.

Andria Smith

Andria Smith serves as Childcare Special Projects Coordinator for the First Tennessee
Development District, which supports Northeast Tennessee's eight-county region through
workforce and literacy initiatives. She represents the region's childcare workforce priorities
at statewide forums, including panels on strengthening the pipeline of qualified early
educators. Smith works alongside FTDD's Workforce & Literacy Initiatives team to expand
access to quality childcare across Northeast Tennessee.



Deborah Spielman

Deborah Spielman is a healthcare executive with over 33 years of leadership across adult and
pediatric care, and in November 2024 became the first female CEO of the Children's Hospital
at Erlanger. In February 2026 she was promoted to Senior Vice President/CEO, adding
oversight of Erlanger Women's Services to her portfolio, and today leads a 134-bed pediatric
tertiary care hospital with more than 125 specialists alongside 140 Women's Services beds.
She previously served as Chief Operating Officer at AdventHealth Porter in Denver and led
operations for AdventHealth for Children and Women in Orlando, with expertise spanning
behavioral health, neurosciences, cardiology, and pediatric transplant services.

Blair Taylor

Blair Taylor is Founder, President and CEO of Tennesseans for Quality Early Education
(TQEE), which she launched in 2016-17 and has led as CEO since 2020, driving state policy
wins including the PreK Quality Act, a strategic overhaul of Tennessee's TANF program, and
the Promising Futures child care fund. She also serves as President of Memphis Tomorrow,
an association of CEOs of Memphis's largest businesses that partners with government and
civic leaders on economic development, education, and public safety.

Josh Ward

Josh Ward is Executive Director of the Clarksville-Montgomery County Industrial
Development Board, leading economic development efforts that have attracted more than
$9.8 billion in direct investment in recent years, including Tennessee's largest-ever foreign
direct investment. A Nashville native who moved to Clarksville after graduating from MTSU,
he previously worked in commmercial real estate before joining the IDB in 2021 and being
named Executive Director in 2023. Ward has overseen major projects including the Korea
Zinc manufacturing facility and continues to focus on connecting companies with land,
workforce, and community resources.

Dakasha Winton

Dakasha Winton is Senior Vice President and Chief Government Relations Officer for
BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee, which serves nearly 3.3 million members nationwide.
She leads the company's state and federal government relations efforts and previously
served as chief counsel for the Tennessee Department of Commerce and Insurance. She
chairs the Board for Tennessee State University and serves on the Tennessee Higher
Education Commission and the board of Tennesseans for Quality Early Education.

Rebecca Woods

Rebecca Lofty Woods serves as Senior Vice President of Government Affairs for Tennesseans
for Quality Early Education (TQEE), where she leads the organization's lobbying efforts and
advocates for research-based early learning policy with Tennessee lawmakers. She
previously spent a decade in Tennessee government affairs, including roles with the
Tennessee Primary Care Association and the Tennessee Medical Association. Woods serves
on the board of the Tennessee Lobbyist Association.
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